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AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS STATE 229058 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, SEPT. 8. 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL. UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY OFFICIAL 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW: 

Q. WITH REGARD TO RHODESIA. AMBASSADOR LOW AND MR. GRAHAM 
WERE REPORTED IN SALISBURY EARLIER IN THE WEEK. HAS 
AMBASSADOR LOW REPORTED BACK YET TO THIS DEPARTMENT? AND 
IS HE DUE BACK IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE NEAR FUTURE? 

A. TWO THINGS: THE AMBASSADOR DOES REPORT BACK REGULARLY 
ON THE STATUS OF HIS MISSION IN CONNECTION WITH THE RHO- 
DESIAN SITUATION. SECOND, THE AMBASSADOR, I BELIEVE. IS 
MEETING IN LONDON WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY RICHARD MOOSE 
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AND TONY LAKE, WHO WENT OVER THERE LAST NIGHT. THEY WILL 
BE DISCUSSING WHAT HE HAS FOUND AND WHAT PROJECTIONS HE 
MAY MAKE. I REPEAT WHAT I SAID YESTERDAY: MOOSE AND 
LAKE INTEND TO HAVE A NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS WITH BRITISH 
OFFICIALS ON THE RHODESIA SITUATION WHILE THEY ARE THERE. 

Q. HAS THE STATE DEPARTMENT OR THE ADMINISTRATION MADE 
ANY KIND OF AN APPEAL TO PRIME MINISTER SMITH NOT TO TAKE 

DRASTIC ACTION IN THE WAKE OF THE SLAUGHTER OF THE VICTIMS 
IN THE PLANE CRASH? 

A. WITHOUT GOING INTO SPECIFICS OF ANY KIND OF COMMUNI- 
CATIONS, DIRECT OR INDIRECT, THE VIEWS THAT I HAVE 
EXPRESSED FROM THIS PODIUM ON THE QUESTION OF ACCEL- 
ERATING VIOLENCE HAVE BEEN MADE CLEAR TO THE PARTIES 
AS WELL AS TO A NUMBER OF INTERESTED PARTIES IN THE AREA. 

Q. IS THERE CONFIRMATION, HODDING, THAT YOU HAVE ABOUT 
THE MEANS BY WHICH THAT PLANE WAS BROUGHT DOWN? 

A. I DO NOT. WE CAN'T GO BEYOND THE FINDING OF THE 
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RHODESIAN OFFICIALS WHO HAVE REPORTED THAT THEY BELIEVE 
THAT A HEAT-SEEKING MISSILE DID STRIKE IT AND THE ALLE- 
GATION BY MR. NKOMO THAT HIS PEOPLE WERE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR IT. WE DO NOT HAVE INDEPENDENT EVIDENCE. 

Q. DO YOU KNOW WHETHER THESE MISSILES ARE IN THE 
POSSESSION OF MR. NKOMO'S TROOPS? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. AGAIN, I CAN ONLY PUT THE TWO THINGS 
THE WAY YOU WOULD PUT THEM TOGETHER, BUT I HAVE NO 
VERIFICATION. 

Q. WOULD YOU REGARD THE SUPPLY OF SUCH WEAPONS BY 
POTENTIAL SUPPLIERS AS IRRESPONSIBLE? 
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A. I THINK THAT MY POSITION THAT I'VE OFFERED ON WHAT 
HAPPENED THERE SPEAKS TO THE QUESTION OF IRRESPONSI- 
BILITY. INDEED, OBVIOUSLY WHAT WE ARE INTERESTED IN 
IS NOT MERELY THAT NO HEAT-SEEKING MISSILES BE BROUGHT 
IN IF THEY ARE THERE BUT ALL LEVELS OF WEAPONRY AND THEIR 
USE. 

Q. HAVE YOU MADE THAT POINT TO THE OBVIOUS SUPPLIERS? 

A. I AM CONFIDENT WE HAVE MADE THE POINT ON THE REGIONAL 
SUPPLY OF SUCH WEAPONRY TO A NUMBER OF SUPPLIERS IN 
DISCUSSIONS WE'VE HAD AT VARIOUS TIMES. 

Q. FOLLOWING UP ON CUBA, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME REPORTS 
OF SLIGHT REDUCTIONS OF CUBAN MILITARY FORCES IN AFRICA. 
HAVE YOU ANY INDICATION THAT THAT IS THE CASE? 

A. I AM NOT AWARE OF A MEANINGFUL CHANGE IN THE TROOP 
FIGURE IN AFRICA. AND I'M NOT BEING CUTE HERE. I DON'T 
BELIEVE THERE HAS BEEN ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE 

TROOP FIGURE. 

Q. WHAT EXACTLY WAS THE OBJECTIVE OF AMBASSADOR LOW 
AND MR. GRAHAM IN SALISBURY? AND WHAT, IF ANYTHING, 

CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT ANY PROGRESS THEY MAY HAVE MADE 
OR THE LACK OF IT? 

A. I'M NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO COMMENT ON THE PROGRESS 
OF MR. GRAHAM AND MR. LOW. THE MISSION THAT THEY HAVE 
BEEN UNDERTAKING FOR MONTHS NOW IS TO ATTEMPT TO BRING 
THE PARTIES TOGETHER IN AN ALL-PARTIES CONFERENCE TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DISCUSS THE TRANSITION TO MAJORITY RULE AND INDEPENDENCE 

FOR RHODESIA. THAT REMAINS THEIR OBJECTIVE. THAT 

HAS NOT CHANGED - ALL PARTIES, AT AN ALL-PARTIES MEETING. 

Q. I'M SORRY I MISSED YOUR BRIEFING YESTERDAY. BUT 

WHAT ABOUT SECRETARY MOOSE AND MR. LAKE? WHAT ARE THEY 

DOING IN LONDON? 

A. THEY ARE, IN FACT, DISCUSSING WITH BRITISH OFFICIALS 
PRECISELY WHERE WE THINK WE CAN GO, WHAT WE THINK OUR 
JOINT ASSESSMENT IS OF THE SITUATION IN RHODESIA. 

BEYOND THAT, I REALLY DON'T HAVE ANY REPORT TO OFFER YOU. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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